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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Awards ceremony recognizes campus women 
The achievements of four faculty and staff 
members and 10 students were celebrated dur-
ing the Outstanding Women's Ceremony, held 
March 22 in the Kirkhof Center. 
As part of Women's History Month, the 
ceremony is sponsored by the Women's 
Commission, Women's Center, Positive Black 
Women, and Women and Gender Studies 
Program. 
Kathleen Underwood, associate professor of 
history and WGS coordinator, received the 
Maxine Swanson Award from the Women's 
Commission for her efforts to improve the cli-
mate for campus women. 
Karen Libman, interim chair of the Classics 
Department, received the Barbara Jordan 
Award from the WGS Program for being a 
longtime advocate of women 's issues and 
someone who has helped bridge the gap 
between traditional studies and the WGS 
Program. 
Star Swift, assistant professor of management, 
Across Campus 
Update on 
presidential search 
Donna Brooks, chair of the Presidential Search 
Committee, sent the following e-mail March 
23 regarding the search process: 
"We are continuing 
to receive nomina-
tions and applications 
for the position. As 
stated in the resolu-
tion passed by the 
Board of Trustees, the 
Presidential Search 
Advisory Committee 
is to recommend a 
suitable number of 
candidates to the 
Donna Brooks 
Presidential Search Committee (the Board of 
Trustees) by June 30, 2006. We feel we are 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
and Liz Eubanks, 
Information 
Technology com-
puter supervisor, 
each received an 
Impact Award, 
a new award 
presented by 
the Women's 
Commission to 
someone commit-
ted to improving 
the lives of women 
at Grand Valley or 
girls in the com-
munity. 
The Women's 
Center presented 
Photos by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Karen Libman, left, receives 
the Barbara Jordan Award 
from Judy Whipps. 
Outstanding Student Awards to Rachel Dudley, 
Annie Funke and Sally Sayles. 
Positive Black Women presented scholarship 
awards to Kimberly Golden, Courtney Hill, 
Erica Powell, Dorothy Sewe, Whitney Todd-
White, Maneeka Brown and Judy Trice. 
Top: Impact Award winners Liz Eubanks, 
left, and Star Swift. Bottom: Gayla Jewell, 
left, presents the Maxine Swanson Award to 
Kathleen Underwood. 
···--------------------------
on target to meet this deadline. The following 
provides a snapshot of the presidential pool at 
this time: 
• Prospects - Individuals who have been 
nominated or recommended by others: 96 
• Applicants - individuals who have 
applied for the position: 23 
• Total number of individuals who comprise 
the pool, representing diversity of gender, 
race, geography, and background: 119 
(To provide a reference point, six years ago 
when the university was engaged in a presi-
dential search, the estimated number of indi-
viduals in the pool was between 50 and 60.) 
"These numbers will change on a regular basis. 
They can go up or down depending on addi-
tional nominations and applications as well as 
the search firm's contact with the individuals. 
"We so appreciate your involvement and 
commitment to finding a new president. I am 
pleased to report that nearly half the nomina-
tions have been made by members of the uni-
versity or West Michigan communities. Please 
visit the Presidential Search Web site at www. 
gvsu.edu/presidentialsearch." 
Diversity survey leads to 
group conversations 
The 2005 Diversity Survey was designed to 
assess the level of acceptance and sense of 
community experienced by students, faculty, 
and staff and to measure their perception of 
the university's commitment to diversity. 
The survey revealed that many campus com-
munity members do feel accepted and com-
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
fortable but there are a number of self-identified groups who do not. Pat 
Oldt, vice president for Planning and Equity, said one of the next steps for 
this study is to engage in conversations with various groups, "particularly 
those individuals who feel disenfranchised based on self-identified charac-
teristics, such as GLBT, race, political affiliation, religion and disability." 
She said these conversations, conducted by facilitators, will provide an 
in-depth look at some of the diversity issues that were identified in the 
survey. Oldt said recommendations from these conversations will be used 
to develop an action plan. "The conversations provide an opportunity for 
members of the self-identified groups who don 't feel a sense of commu-
nity at GVSU to make recommendations for change," she said. 
A summary of the Diversity Conversations will be reported in late May 
and a detailed report will be distributed in September. Faculty and staff 
members with questions, or those who wish to participate in one of 
the conversations, can contact Eric Klingensmith, project leader, at klin-
gene@gvsu.edu, or Oldt at oldtp@gvsu.edu or x13296. 
Activities planned for 
student appreciation week 
The first week of April is designated Student Employee Appreciation 
Days and the following events are planned: 
• April 2: Bowling tournament, sponsored by Student Life, at Fairlanes 
Bowling in Grandville, from 7-10 p.m. Teams of four can register by 
sending an e-mail to student@gvsu.edu. 
• April 3: Appreciate Your Student Employee Day. 
Scholarship presentation 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Jeff Crawford, from the Lewer Agency, presents a scholarship 
check to Eun Jin Lee, a graduate nursing student. Lewer provides 
health insurance programs to international students and study 
abroad participants. This is the first year Lewer has awarded a 
scholarship. Also pictured are Jean Martin, associate professor of 
nursing, and Kate Stoetzner; director of International Student and 
Scholar Services. 
Counseling Center will participate 
in national screening day 
• April 4: SEAD cards can be presented at the University Bookstore for 
discounts on clothing items. 
The Counseling and Career Development Center will conduct anonymous 
screenings during National Alcohol Screening Day, April 6, in order to 
raise awareness about drinking habits and to detect any warning signs of 
alcohol overuse or abuse. 
• April 5: Hot dog roast, 11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m., Cook Carillon Plaza on 
Allendale Campus and University Club Room in the De Vos Center. 
Members of the campus community can complete a free, confidential 
assessment about their drinking habits. The assessment can be completed 
online at www.gvsu.edu/counsel or on campus at the following locations: • April 6: Dessert Day, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., sponsored by the COTA, in 
Kirkhof Center room 215 and University Club Room in the De Vos Center. 
• April 7: Prize drawing, all student workers are automatically entered. continues on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in sess ion and 
biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o forum@ 
gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-33 1-2221. Fax: 616-
33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an onl ine 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Other publications by the News and 
Information Services Office include: 
GVNOW 
To see video features and daily campus 
news, visit Grand Valley 's online publication, 
GVNow, at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
GRAND VALLEY!i-
Grand Valley Magazine is published quarterly 
for the university community. Visit its Web 
site at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine. 
Grand Valley State Univers ity is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
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Health, wellness task force established 
A new committee charged 
with helping improve 
the campus community's 
health will build on cur-
rent resources like the 
Recreation Center and 
Work Life Connections 
Program. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
The Health and Wellness 
Task Force met for the 
first time March 15. David 
Smith, director of ben-
efit services for Human 
Resources, said the com-
mittee studied the current 
Members of the Health and Wellness Task Force are pictured. The 
group will present a report in June on ways to improve the health of 
university employees. 
state of employee health 
and discussed ways to improve it. 
"The general concern, as the cost of health care 
benefits rises, is what we can do as a university 
to keep those costs down," Smith said. "We want 
to provide the tools so people can be the healthi-
est they can be." 
Ideas proposed at the meeting ranged from hold-
ing smoking cessation classes to creating bike 
paths on sidewalks. Smith said the campus cur-
rently offers a number of resources, including 
healthy food choices, Recreation Center and 
Encompass, the employee assistance plan. The 
committee will continue meeting through spring, 
study best practices at other universities and 
organizations, and present a report in mid-June. 
"It will be more of a blueprint to keep the univer-
sity moving forward," Smith said. 
The committee's meeting notes will be posted 
online at www.gvsu.edu/worklife, click on 
"Health and Wellness Task Force." 
What·s Ahead 
Former state senator will 
discuss women and politics 
The president of the Michigan Environment 
Council will discuss how to increase the number 
of women who are involved in politics during a 
keynote address that 
concludes Women's 
History Month events 
on campus. 
Lana Pollack, a for-
mer state senator, 
will speak at 7:30 
p.m. today in the 
Kirkhof Center, Pere 
Marquette Room. Her 
presentation continues 
the "Women in the Lana Pollack 
World" series spon-
sored by the Women 's Center and Women and 
Gender Studies Program. 
The Senate 's only Democratic woman for eight 
years, Pollack became a leading advocate for the 
environment, children and women 's rights. She 
also earned praise as the architect of Michigan's 
landmark 1990 polluter pay statute that, before it 
was repealed in 1995, saved taxpayers $100 mil-
lion by forcing polluters to pay for the cleanup of 
toxic waste. 
For more information, call the Women's Center 
at xl2748. 
International artist 
to perform on campus 
An artist with an international reputation as 
a new music specialist will perform at Grand 
Valley's Free Play Series. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Daan Vandewalle's performances have a strong 
focus on 20th century American piano music. 
Since his debut in 1992, his recitals and projects 
have increasingly become more diverse and chal-
lenging. His programs are often highly unusual 
both on a technical or intellectual level, fre-
quently combining the classical repertoire with 
premieres of new works. 
Vandewalle will perform at 8 p.m. on Monday, 
March 27, at the Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, Performing Arts Center. 
Free Play is a new experimental concert series 
featuring innovative performers and composers. 
Call xl3484 for more information. 
Conference integrates 
science, religion 
John F. Haught, who lectures internationally on 
the relationship between theology and evolution, 
is the keynote speaker for the Grand Dialogue in 
Science and Religion 
spring conference, 
scheduled for April 
1 at the Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. 
Grand Dialogue is an 
association of eight 
greater Grand Rapids 
area colleges, uni-
versities, and related 
organizations explor-
ing the relationship 
between science and 
religion. 
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John F. Haught 
It is supported by a grant to Grand Valley from 
the Metanexus Institute with funds from the 
Templeton Foundation. Because of the grant, 
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this conference is free and open to the public. 
The conference will run from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on 
Saturday, April l. More than a dozen breakout 
sessions will be presented by faculty and repre-
sentatives from Grand Dialogue member colleges 
and institutions. 
Haught's presentation, "Darwin, Intelligence, and 
Religion: How Much Can Evolution Explain?" is at 
10 a.m. He is a distinguished research professor in 
the theology department at Georgetown University 
and the author of more than a dozen books. 
For more information or registration visit 
www.GrandDialogue.org. 
Mobile mammography van 
on campus soon 
The mobile mammography van from St. Mary 's 
Health Care will make two stops on campus. 
The van is scheduled to be in parking lot G 
on April 3 and May 15, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
each day. Call (616) 752-6442 to schedule an 
appointment. 
Open forums scheduled 
for Banner 
Two open forums about the Banner project are 
scheduled in April. Forums are planned for April 
4, 9 a.m., in the Kirkhof Center room 104; and 
April 13, 3 p.m. , in the De Vos Center room 
303C. 
Discussions will include phase II projects for the 
Finance and Human Resources departments, and 
implementation schedules for Financial Aid and 
student processes. Questions can be submitted 
via e-mail to banner@gvsu.edu. 
···--------------------------
• Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences lobby, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Mack called the Niemeyer 
Award a special honor 
because it recognizes qual-
ity teaching. • De Vos Center Plaza, 11 :30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
• Kirkhof Center Lobby, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
• Kleiner Commons, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
The Allendale Campus center, Student Services Building room 204, will 
have drop-in hours from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Pew Campus drop-in hours will be 
10-11 a.m. and 4-5 p.m., in DeVos Center room 101B. 
Niemeyer winners announced 
Two long-time faculty members and three students were named recipients 
of the Glenn A. Niemeyer Awards, which honor faculty and students who 
strive for excellence in all aspects of a well-rounded academic experience. 
The faculty winners are Faite Mack, professor of education, and Jaideep 
Motwani, professor of management and department chair. Student win-
ners are undergraduates Lyndsey Adams, a psychology major; Andrew 
Bruischat, a finance major; and graduate student Natalie James, an educa-
tion major. They will be recognized April 10 at the annual awards banquet. 
"As a teacher of teachers, 
it validates my mission of 
inspiring learners and kin-
dling minds," he said. "I 
have learned after 30 years 
of instruction that the best 
educator is one who has 
the ability to motivate their 
students with the wish to 
teach themselves and to 
discover new ideas." 
Motwani echoed the same 
File photo 
Jaideep Motwani lectures in a classroom. 
He and Faite Mack were named faculty win-
ners of the Niemeyer Award. 
sentiment. "It 's wonderful to be recognized by peers. This will motivate 
me to achieve higher goals," he said. 
The awards are named after pioneer faculty member Glenn A. Niemeyer, 
who also served as Grand Valley's provost for nearly 20 years . 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Monday, March 27 
Noon-12:50 p.m.: History Colloquium. 
Josephine Peary: Beyond the North Pole, by 
Kelly L. Lankford. 1041 MAK. Call x13298 
for more information. 
2-4 p.m.: East Asian Studies Lecture. 
Collaboration with the Enemy: the Chinese 
Experience in the War Against Japan , 1937-
1945, by David P. Barrett. Call x18110 for 
more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Women in the World Event. My Life 
in Politics, by Lana Pollack. Pere Marquette 
Room, KC. Call xl2748 for information. 
8 p.m.: Cesar Chavez Week Event. PBS 
Documentary "The Fight on the Fields." 
CDC. Call x12177 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Concert. Free Play Series Four with pia-
nist Daan Vandewalle. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
Tuesday, March 28 
9-11 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
Generational Differences at Work. 215/216 
KC. Call x12215 for registration information. 
9:30 a. m.: Area Studies Lecture. Saving 
America's Envrionment for All, by Jerome 
Ringo. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x18110 for more information. 
2:30-3:45 p.m.: Cesar Chavez Week Event. 
Latinos Across the Midwest: A Migration 
Panel Discussion . CDC. Call x12177 for 
more information. 
4 p.m. : Middle East Studies Event. The U.S. and 
Saudi Arabia: Ambivalent Allies, by David E. 
Long. 215 KC. Call x18110 for information. 
7 p.m.: East Asian Studies Guest Lecture Series. 
Turning Wealth Into Power: The Political 
Impact of China's Private Entrepreneurs, by 
Bruce Dickson. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call x18110 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Chamber Orchestra Concert, with con-
ductor Brian Asher Alhadeff. CDC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Wednesday, March 29 
Noon: Work-Life Connections Brown-Bag 
Lunch. Summer Care Options for School Age 
Children. 303C DEV. Call x12215 for more 
information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call xl2204 
for more information. 
5:30-7 p.m.: Cesar Chavez Week Event. 
Candlelight Vigil and Ofrenda. CDC. Call 
x12177 for more information. 
Thursday, March 30 
Noon-2 p.m.: Cesar Chavez Week Reception. 
AH. Call x 12177 for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Ensemble Radieuse. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information. 
1-2 p.m.: Biostatistics Master's Degree 
Informational Seminar. 1113 MAK. Call 
x 13355 for more information. 
2-4 p.m.: Mandela-Parks Lecture Series. Street 
Children and Justice in South Africa, by 
Timothy J. Treanor. 215/216 KC. Call xl8110 
for more information. 
7-9 p.m. : Concert by Carl Thomas Gladstone. 
Lounge, KC. Call x12345 for more informa-
tion. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater presents 'The Servant of Two 
Masters." LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for ticket 
information. 
Friday, March 31 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 107E 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information. 
VENTS 
11 :45 a.m.: Latino Student Union March for 
Cesar Chavez. Starts at JHZ. Call x12177 for 
more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater presents "The Servant of Two 
Masters." LAT, PAC. 
Saturday, April 1 
9 a.m.-3 p.m.: Grand Dialogue. Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus. For details, www. 
GrandDialogue.org. 
4 p.m.: Concert by Voices of GVSU. CDC. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
Noon: Native American Pow-Wow. Carillon 
Tower Plaza. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater presents "The Servant of Two 
Masters." LAT, PAC. 
Sunday, April 2 
2 p.m.: Theater presents "The Servant of Two 
Masters." LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Wednesday, March 29 
4 p.m.: Men 's tennis hosts Aquinas College. 
Thursday, March 30 
7:30 p.m. : Men 's tennis hosts Calvin College. 
Saturday, April 1 
Noon: Baseball hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University. 
Sunday, April 2 
Noon: Baseball hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
James Houston, professor of criminal justice, 
was interviewed by WGVU Radio for a story 
about hi s annual crime quiz. 
Ed Aboufadel, professor of mathematics, was 
interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13 for a story 
about the recent jump in gasoline prices. 
Mark Staves, associate professor of biology, and 
Paul Stephenson, associate professor of statistics, 
were interviewed by WGVU Radio for a story about 
the master's degree program in professional science. 
Sketches 
Michael Webster, associate professor of English, 
gave a presentation, '"Goodbye Cambridge' : Eliot 
& Cummings Go Slumming," and chaired a ses-
sion at the 20th Century Literature & Culture 
Conference at the University of Louisville in 
Kentucky. 
Carmen Nochera, associate professor of bio-
medical sciences, will give a presentation, 
"Dietary Combinations of Wheat Bran, Flax and 
Soy Reduce Colon Cancer in Rat Model ," at the 
Institute of Food Technologists convention in 
Orlando, Florida. 
Ellen Yezierski, assistant professor of chemistry, 
gave a presentation, "Student Lesson Planning: 
New Tools to Teach Content and Pedagogy," at 
the Michigan Science Teachers Association 53rd 
Annual Conference. 
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